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 Newly elected Council Chairman for MD1 – PDG Fred Preska with his wife Lion Sharon 



Greetings to All! 
Meet Our New CC: 

Lion Fred Peska is a 
member in good standing 
of the Cedarville Lions 
Club. He has been a Lion 
for 23 years, being a Char-
ter member. He served 
the Club as a Board 
Member, Secretary 
(100%), Second Vice Pres-
ident, First Vice President 
and 100% President. He also served as Membership 
Chairperson, has been the Bingo Committee Chair-
person for many years, implemented a club orien-
tation manual and headed up many other Club pro-
jects. He was chosen Lion of the Year in 2009 for 
the Cedarville Lions Club. He has served District 1-D 
as a Zone Chairperson, as 2nd  and 1st Vice District 
Governor, as well as District Governor. He served 
District 1-D on many committees including Peace 
Poster, Membership, USA-Canada Forum, Redis-
tricting and Constitution and By-Laws. He has also 
served as the District 1-D Web Liaison. 

Lion Fred has earned a Certificate of Enhanced 
Leadership Skills from the USA-Canada Lions Lead-
ership Forum (2008), was awarded an International 
President’s Certificate of Appreciation (2009-2010) 
and International Presidents’ Leadership Medals in 
both 2010-2011 and 2011-2012. Lion Fred is a Pro-
gressive Lions of Illinois “Foundation Fellow” and a 
Progressive Lions Club International “Melvin Jones 
Fellow”.  

Lion Fred is married to Lion Sharon. They’ve been 
married for 40 years; have 2 children and 5 won-
derful grandchildren.  Fred’s hobbies include 
woodworking, fishing but most importantly, just 
being a Grandpa! 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Council Chair Speaks: 

Greetings MD-1 Lions: 

This is the beginning of a new journey for me, one 
which I am certainly looking forward to.  It was def-
initely an honor to be elected as Council Chair by 

such an outstanding Council of Governors.  I have 
always believed that if you don’t stand for some-
thing, you can be easily persuaded to fall for any-
thing, and with their motto, which I will proudly call 
‘our’ motto,  “Do the Right Thing”, I know that we 
all stand for the same thing!  With the Lions Code 
of Ethics in one hand and the Constitution and By-
Laws in the other, the decisions that this Council 
will make during this Lions’ year will definitely be in 
the best interest of the Lions of Illinois, with no 
room for personal agendas.  I promise to do my 
best to fulfill my duties as Council Chair and to con-
tinually strive to reach the goals set by the 2014-15 
Council of Governors.   

I look forward to working with the State Commit-
tee Chairs selected by this Council.  There may be 
challenges and obstacles along the way, but I be-
lieve these dedicated Lions are up for the tasks be-
fore them.   Teamwork and communication are two 
major keys to their success, and with this Council of 
Governors’ commitment, we cannot lose! 

Did I mention FUN?  Well….the ‘Fun Factor’ is IN 
THE HOUSE!  From nicknames for everyone on the 
Council to jocularity in the hospitality rooms, we 
are not only going to ‘Do the Right Thing’, but we 
are going to have fun while doing it! 

See you in Toronto and let the FUN begin! 

-Council Chair Elect Fred Peska 
“Do The Right Thing!”   

Editorial: 

It’s the New Beginning for Lions 

World over in Lionism we had elections and selec-
tions and now we have our 
World, State, District and Club 
Officers to serve forthcoming Li-
onistic Year – 2014-2015. 

Here we go again with our new 
slogans, new goals, new enthu-

siasm and new leadership to serve our communi-
ties where we live-in and also to serve humanity 
worldwide with only one goal and target in mind – 
to make this beautiful world a better place to live for 
tomorrow.  Let us all Lions in the world join hands 
and make this happen with our own District Slo-
gans, Mottos from our District governors and our 



International President Joe Preston – “Strengthen 
the Pride.”  

We as Lions need more strength and the only way 
to get this strength is by strengthening our clubs 
with new members or our districts with new clubs.  
Encouraging new members in our clubs to get in-
volved and take leadership roles.  Publicizing every 
activity in our communities through all media avail-
able and specially through social media to attract 
lionism to younger generation.   

We cannot call our clubs as ‘our father’s Lions 
club.’  Our clubs should involve all of our members 
and there should be a room for improvement to 
outshine other service organization around us. 

In few years we are going to celebrate Lions 100th 
Anniversary Celebrations and having it’s 100th In-
ternational Convention here in Chicago at McCor-
mick Place.  We, in MD1 have to show our glory, 
strength through providing volunteers and making 
this convention a successful one to remember for 
decades.  We should come up with a colorful and 
wonderful parade uniform so that we can outshine 

all other Lions who will participate from all over the 
world.  We have lot of work to do in this regard. 

I am starting my second year as the editor of State 
of Illinois Lions e-Magazine editor.  I would like to 
know from readers what they like and what they 
don’t. I know some lions will say that this e-
magazine has too many pages.  Yes, they are right 
and that is the reason why I started publishing ‘Lite 
Verson’ of e-magazine.  We can always promote 
this magazine by taking those lions who do not 
have access to Internet at home to local libraries, 
McDonalds, Star Bucks or where Internet is availa-
ble to read this magazine and to see various pho-
tographs published on this magazine. 

There are lots of advantages on e-magazines – 
they do not need any hard space to store; they are 
available on web to read or see.  You can copy any 
pictures or news items or articles.  You do not have 
to print entire e-magazine as you can select only 
the pages you want to print and circulate. 

Let us make use of this wonderful media and 
spread the word to all MD1 Lions.  All District Gov-
ernors should ask their Cabinet Secretaries to send 
this magazine to all clubs, cabinet members once 
they receive.  All club secretaries should send this 
magazine to all club members; then only all the 
hard work I place to publish this e-magazine will 
take some benefits. 

-Austin D’Souza, Ph.D., Editor 

MEET MD1 GOVERNORS:

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

DISTRICT 1A 

Governor 
Terry 

D’Souza 

Lion Terry 
joined the 
Broadview Kala 
Sampath Lions 
Club as a Char-
ter Member in 
1996 and since 
then has been 

on the Board of Directors, Vice-president, Presi-
dent, Co-Secretary, Membership Chair, Tail Twister, 
and was the secretary of the club for 4 years and 
has maintained perfect attendance for the last 19 
years. She has been District 1-A's Zone Chairperson 
for 4 years from 2005-2009, and North Sector Co-
ordinator covering and supervising the activities of 
37 clubs for 4 years from 2009-2013. Simultaneous-
ly, she held the position as Chairperson of The USA-
Canada Leadership Forum for 7 years from 2006 to 
2013. Lion Terry was inducted to be the 2nd  Vice 
District Governor in 2012-13, then 1st  Vice District 
Governor in 2013-14. Lion Terry has also served 
District 1-A as 1s Lady for two times 2004-2005 and 
then again in 2012-2013.  
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When Lion Austin served District 1-A as Vice Coun-
cil Chair for MD-1, Lion Terry worked with Council 
Spouses by arranging various activities during 
Council meetings. The club has honored her with 
Lions Club International Melvin Jones Fellow and 
Lions of Illinois Foundation Fellow recognition.     

In 2008 Lion Terry received a Life Time Voluntary 
Service Award from United States President George 
Bush for her dedication and hard work in the Indian 
Community. Both Lions Terry & Austin have also 
received “Best Humanitarian Couple” Award in No-
vember, 2013 for outstanding service provided to 
the Asian Community by current United States 
President Barack Obama. Also in February, 2013, 
Lion Terry received the “Lion of the Year” Award 
from the Mother Club of Lionism – Chicago Central 
Lions Club In 2013, Lion Terry also received Two 
Awards from International President Wayne Mad-
den - one is “President’s Appreciation Medal” and 
the other is “2nd  VDG Excellence Award.” She has 
also received several other appreciation awards 
from many past district governors. In March 2014, 
Lion Terry successfully graduated from Lions Clubs 
International Advance Senior Leadership Institute 
which was held at The Rosemont Hilton.  

Lion Terry has a Bachelors Degree in Applied Be-
havioral Sciences and a Master's Degree in Coun-
seling Psychology and is retired after working for 
31 years as Administrator at Chicago’s Cook County 
Hospital (now called as Stroeger Hospital).  

 Lion Terry is 
married to 
PDG Austin 
D'Souza for 34 
years and they 
have 4 chil-
dren, Lion 
Anita, Lion An-
il, Lion Atina & 
Lion Angel. 

Lion Terry’s 
motto for her year as Governor for 2014-2015 is 
“Serve with Love and Compassion”. 

 

DISTRICT 1BK 

Governor Mark Williams 

Lion Mark joined 
Lions Clubs for a 
second time in 
2003. Currently a 
member of the 
Princeton Lions 
Club, he is serving 
as the Membership 
Chairman. He also 
serves on the Fund-

raising and Drawdown committees for the Prince-
ton Club. He has served on many committees 
through the years, has been a one and two year 
club director, second vice president, first vice pres-
ident and the Princeton Lions Club President. Lion 
Mark has served District 1-K as the Northwest Zone 
Chair, 2nd Vice-District Governor and is currently 
serving as the 1st 
Vice-District Gov-
ernor for the cur-
rent Lions year. 
Lion Mark com-
pleted 2hours of 
GMT training in 
2011 and attend-
ed VDGE School 
in 2012 and 2013. 
Lion Mark at-
tended and com-
pleted the 2012-
2013 Advanced 
Lions Leadership 
Institute.   He was 
awarded the “Dis-
trict Governor’s 
Appreciation Award” in 2012 and given the “Inter-
national President’s Certificate of Appreciation” in 
2013. He is also a member of the Lions of Illinois 
Foundation’s “Legacy Club” and is a Foundation 
Fellow. 

Lion Mark has chaired a Princeton City Council ad-
visory committee, and worked with members of 
the city council. He has also served as a two year 
President for a City/Chamber of commerce Special 



event committee bringing a Civil War re-enactment 
to the community. He additionally served with that 
Committee for five years. He has served as a volun-
teer Historical Advisor and Interpreter/ Tour Guide 
for the Lovejoy Homestead (a city owned Historical 
Landmark House) in years past.  He is currently a 
weather spotter volunteer for the National Weath-
er Service Office – Quad Cities and a Bureau County 
ESDA volunteer for the past 5 years. He also cur-
rently gives lectures for nursing homes, schools, 
libraries, and historical societies on topics such as 
the Common Soldier of the American Civil War. 
Mark is a Federal Licensed Radio Operator, mem-
ber of the Princeton Elks Lodge, a Member of the 
International Magicians Society and a member of 
the International Brotherhood of Magicians.   

Lion Mark and his wife Maggie have lived in Prince-
ton since 1990. They built and opened a small Dry-
Cleaning Shop (Cannon Cleaners) which they have 
operated since 1993. Being avid collectors they like 
to look for interesting historical items when travel-
ing on vacations and weekends. Antique shops and 
flea markets occupy a lot of their free time, histori-
cal sites and parks the rest. They live with a cat, Mr. 
Spottlenose, loosely named after a Charles Dickens 
character family name from the novel Martin Chuz-
zlewit. 

Governor Mark’s motto is: “United as One – In 
Service.” 

DISTRICT 1CN 

Governor Sandy Newsome 

Lion Sandra 
(Sandy) New-
some became 
a charter 
member of 
the Cahokia 
Lioness Club in 
1976. In 1991 
she trans-
ferred to the 
Cahokia Lions 
Club. In 2012 

she was awarded a Life Time Membership from the 

club. Lion Sandy has served terms as President, 
Vice President, Director, Lion Tamer, Tail Twister 
and five years as Secretary. 

Lion Sandy has served on the district 1-CN cabinet 
as District Lioness Chairperson, Hearing Dog Chair-
person, and LCIF Chairperson. In 1981-1982 Lion 

Sandy served as First Lady of the district alongside 
her husband PDG Ron Newsome. She is also on the 
District Convention Committee, Audit Committee, 
and served as Zone Chairperson from 2011-2012. 
She also served as 2nd Vice Governor from 2012-
2013 and 1st Vice Governor from 2013-2014. 

Lion Sandy is a progressive Lions of Illinois Founda-
tion Fellow and is a Lions of Illinois Foundation Sus-
taining Supporter. In 1997 while serving as Presi-
dent of the Cahokia Lions Club, it received Lions 
Internationals 100% LCIF award.  

Lion Sandy is the recipient of two Presidents Ap-
preciation Awards, a progressive Melvin Jones Fel-
low and is also a progressive Lions International 
Foundation Sustaining Supporter.                                                          

Lion Sandy was married to PDG Ron for thirty four 
years. They have four children, three grandsons, 
one granddaughter, one great granddaughter and 



are currently expecting another grandchild. She is a 
member of Trinity Faith Tabernacle of Smithton, IL. 

Governor Sandy’s motto is: “Step Up & Serve.” 

DISTRICT 1CS 

Governor Steve Griffin 

Lion Steve Griffin has been a member of the Eldo-

rado Lions Club since May 1973. He is a Past Presi-

dent and has held every office of the Eldorado Li-

ons Club, except Tail Twister.  

Lion Steve joined 

the District 1-CS 

cabinet under 

Governor John 

Kittinger in 1982 

as Eye Donor 

Registry Chair, 

from then it was 

eight times Zone 

Chair, Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer six times, and 

other District Chairs.  Lion Steve has been awarded 

the 100% President Award, one International Pres-

ident’s Certificate of Appreciation, and the Interna-

tional President’s Leadership Award. He was re-

cently awarded a Melvin Jones Fellow. 

Lion Steve is a US Navy veteran, having served on 

the aircraft carrier, USS Independence CV-62.  He is 

a Sr. MIC Tech, a glorified gasman, for Liberty Utili-

ties and has been with them for 27 years. He is a 25 

year member of the Eldorado Fire Department, and 

a Ruling Elder for the First Presbyterian Church of 

Eldorado. The rest 

of his spare time is 

devoted to his fam-

ily. 

Lion Steve and his 

wife of 36 years, 

Rochelle, have two 

sons, Josh and Lu-

cas, and three grandchildren, Emma and twins, 

Alex and Olivia, and another grandson on the way 

this October. 

Governor Steve’s motto is: “We Serve Because We 

Care.” 

DISTRICT 1D 

Governor Jim Kloepping 

Lion James O. 
Kloepping is a 
member in good 
standing of the 
Ashton Lions Club 
since January, 
1980.   

He has served as 
Lion Tamer, Tail 
Twister, Director, Secretary (11 years), Treasurer 
(9years), Third, Second, and First Vice President, 
and President (1983-84, 1992-93, 2010-11), receiv-
ing a 100% Secretary and 100% President Awards. 
He received perfect club attendance for each club 
year.  

He has received District Governors Appreciation 
Award, Melvin Jones Fellow Presidents Leadership 
Award.  He has served District 1-D as Zone Chair-
person, Senior Zone Chairperson, LIF Diabetes 
Awareness District Chairperson and Extension 
Chairperson, District Leadership Chairperson, 2nd 
Vice District Governor and Global Leadership Team 
Chairperson, 1st Vice District Governor and 2014-
2015 District Governor.  He has attended District 
Conventions, State Conventions, Senior Leadership 
Training, USA/Canada Forums and Lions Interna-
tional Conven-
tions. 

Lion Jim and 
wife Pat have 
been married 40 
years and have 
three sons; 
Christian, Timo-
thy and Jason.  



Also have four grandchildren.  Jim and Pat are ac-
tive in the Chana United Methodist church which 
Pat is the church secretary for over 30 years. 

Lion Jim has a Carpentry business. 

DISTRICT 1E 

Governor Ronald “Ron” Stickler 

Lion Ron Stickler became a lion in the Ridge Farm 
Lions Club in 1997. Later, Ron transferred to the 
Paris Lions Club after moving back to his home 
farm. He served his club as Treasurer, Board of Di-
rectors, President and Membership Chairman.  

He has served on 
many committees of 
the club and has 
chaired the Candy 
Day comGittee.  In 
addition, Ron has 
served on the Dis-
trict 1-E Convention 
and Humanitarian 
committees. Lion 

Stickler served as Zone #5 Chairman for 2 years and 
was the District Audit Committee Chair and has 
served as the Second Vice District Governor, First 
Vice District Governor as well as the District Gover-
nor Elect.  

Lion Ron has earned the International President’s 
Certificate of 

Appreciation 
(2012-2013) in 
recognition of 

Distinguished 
Achievements in 
fulfilling the mis-
sion of Lions 
Clubs Interna-
tional.  

Lion Ron Is an 
“Agriculturist” who has retired after 35 years in Ag-
riculture Education at both high school and college 
levels. He is a father of 4 children and a proud 
grandpa of 10 grandchildren who range in age from 

7 to 22. He enjoys hosting Family, Lions, and 
Friends at the “Stickler Resort”. 

Governor Ron’s motto is: “Plant the Seed  - - - 
Grow the Lion!” 

DISTRICT 1F 

Governor Steve Willett 

 

(No info 
available) 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 1G 

Governor Edward Kallbrier 

Gov Ed been a 
member of the 
Carlinville lions 
club since 2004. 
He has ten years 
of perfect at-
tendance; he 
served as the 
Club’s Gumball 
and Mint Chair-
person. With 
some help he filled gumball machines and counter 
mints at various places around town. The money 
that is collected from the various places goes to the 
club treasure.  

With help he also collected and sorted used eye-
glasses, hearing aids, tabs, ink jet cartridges and 
cell phones for recycling. He served as the club tail 
twister, as a member of the board of directors, 
first, second and third vice president and president 
for the year 2010 to 2011.  



After he finished his year as president he became 
the club’s Carnival Chairperson. He helped with the 
set up and tear down of blood drives, He also 
helped with food drives, bell ringing for the Salva-
tion Army and volunteer at his local food pantry. 
He was the second vice district governor from De-
cember 2012 to June 2013.  He was First Vice Dis-
trict Governor from July 2013 to July 2014.  

He has served as District 1-G as the cabinet LEHP 
Chairperson, Zone Chairperson for Region 3 Zone 2 
for six years.  He was also the sight and sound co-
ordinator.   

He received many 
awards; among 
them are Lions of 
Illinois Foundation 
Distinguished Ser-
vice Award, the 
Foundation Fellow 
recognition in 
2007, Melvin 
Jones recognition 
in 2011, Contrib-
uting Member In-
ternational Presi-

dent’s Letter of Commendation first in 2009 then 
again in 2011.  

He has been married to his wife Rebekah for al-
most twenty three years; he has two children a 
daughter Lion Sarah and a son Lion Dan. His hob-
bies include ham radio, bowling, golfing, wood-
working and photography. 

DISTRICT 1H 

Governor Chief Buzz Melton 

Lion Buzz Melton joined the Lions Club in 2003 and 
currently serves as the GMT Coordinator for MD-1.  
He also served last year as the I Vice District 
Governor in District 1-H.   

Lion Buzz is a Past President of the Wyoming Lions 
Club, a Melvin Jones Fellow, and an Lions of Illinois 
Foundation Fellow. He was awarded the 
International President’s Service Medal in 2011 and 

the International President's Leadership Medal in 
2008.   

Lion Buzz was a featured speaker at the 2009 Lions 
Club 
International 
Convention in 
Minneapolis 
and he has 
been invited to 
speak at the 
2014 
USA/Canada 
Lions 
Leadership 
Forum in 
Puerto Rico.  
Lion Buzz also presents motivational and 
informational programs at a wide variety of other 
Lions Club events. 

Lion Buzz is also known as "Chief Buzz," having 
retired from the Baltimore City Fire Department in 
1995, following 23 years of service, including 11 
years as a Battalion Chief, serving in many capacities 
including Fire-Rescue-EMS Operations, Chief of 
Hazardous Materials Operations, Chief of the Fire 
Prevention Bureau, and Chief of the Fire 
Investigation Bureau.  Lion Buzz is both a chemist 
and a biologist, holding Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Science degrees from Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore. 

He is one of the best inspirational speakers and MD1 
Membership Chair we ever had. 

Governor Buzz’s motto is as usual: “Do Something.” 

DISTRICT 1J 

Governor Chris Halsey 

Lion Chris Halsey joined the Elburn Lions Club in 
1996.  In 1997 he was elected to the board of di-
rector.  

In 2000-2001 Lion Chris served as president of the 
Elburn Lions Club.  Lion Chris received the Distin-
guished Service Award from his club in 1999.  Lion 
Chris received the Lion of the Year Award for the 



Southwest Re-
gion in 2001.  He 
was appointed 
to the Dist. 1-J 
Cabinet in 2002.  
Lion Chris re-
ceived the Gov-
ernor’s Appreci-
ation Award in 
2003.   

Lion Chris served as Retention chair in 2002 and 
Membership chair in 2004.  He became a Melvin 
Jones Fellow in 2003, and in 2004 became a Certi-
fied Guiding Lion. In 2004 Lion Chris received the 
International President’s Leadership Award.   He 
was appointed MD-1 Retention Chairperson in 
2005.   

Lion Chris was appointed Zone 2 Chairperson for 
the Southwest Region in 2005.  In 2007-2008, Lion 
Chris was zone chairperson for Zone 1 and Zone 2, 

and received the 
Jim and Joyce 
Davis Lifetime 
Service Award in 
2008.  Lion Chris 
received a Mel-
vin Jones Pro-
gressive Fellow 
in 2010.   

In 2013 Lion 
Chris received 

his second International President’s Leadership 
Award and the Governor’s Appreciation Award.  
Lion Chris has served as a zone chairperson in the 
Southwest Region for 7 years.  He was a district 
leader for Campaign SightFirst II with 100% club 
participation in the Southwest Region.   

Lion Chris organized weekly Bingo at the Elburn Li-
ons clubhouse to raise funds for CSFII, and has re-
mained a weekly event.  Along with chairing bingo, 
Lion Chris also chairs the 4th Tuesday free commu-
nity spaghetti dinner   In memory of his son Lion 
Chris organized the annual Lance Halsey Memorial 
Ride to Camp Lions in 2006 and continues today.  
Lion Chris was elected to serve as 2nd Vice District 
Governor for the 2012-2013 Lion year.   

Lion Chris also serves on the MD-1 redistricting 
committee.  Lion Chris attended the Advanced Sen-
ior Lions Leadership Institute at the Rosemont Hil-
ton February 22 to February 25, 2013.    Lion Chris 
was elected to serve as 1st Vice District Governor 
for the 2013-2014 Lion year. 

Governor Chris’ motto is: “Think Outside Yourself.” 

DISTRICT 1L 

Governor William “Bill” Hasselhorst 

 

(No info 
available) 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Harward Leos take rest after working hard on their 
Garage Sale event. 

 

 

 



DURAND LIONS FISH & FUN 2014: Picture Story 

After registration each participant gets their pic-
ture taken. 

Each get a bag with the Lions Logo and Fish & Fun. 

Durand Lions Club set up the fishing pier with polls 
and bait. 

Rockford Leo's provided the face painting artists 

Believe it or not there are fish out there in that 
pond.  

There were clowns that did ballooning and other 
skills 

There were five horse drawn wagons for rides 
around the park. 



There was on that had wheelchair access so all 
could enjoy.  There was much more for all to do to 
make it a fun day outdoors. Lunch was a hot dog, 
chips and water.  All went home with lots of fun! 

GENOA LIONS ACTIVITY:  May 21, 2014, the Genoa 
Lions awarded Lion Gene Bradford their highest 
award for the service he continues to provide to 
this Club.  Past Council Chair Paul Lindstrom of Leaf 
River presented the award and had the following 
nice things to say about Gene. 

Gene Bradford followed in his father’s footsteps 
and joined the Genoa Lions in 1982 and has been a 
club leader since then. He was elected Club Presi-
dent for the first time in the summer of 1988; he 
finished the Presidency of Lion Lori Avram in 1993 
and was elected president again in 2007. In the 
years that he wasn’t president he almost always 

held a director’s position or officer and of course 
he has chaired too many committees and fundrais 
ing projects to count. In recent years he has 
chaired Carnation Days, Bingo during Genoa Days, 
and has ensured that every meal this club con-
sumes is on-time and the right price. Gene’s years 
as the local Grocer has made him an expert at get-
ting his Lion’s the biggest bang for the buck, when 
the desserts get too expensive he even has his wife 
Barb whip up something for the Club. From brown-
ies to cookies, to cakes, to whatever, the Brad-
ford’s have been putting smiles on the Genoa Lions 
faces for decades. 

Gene and Barb are the proud parents of two great 
daughters and Gene is a loyal Chicago Sports Fan. 
He lives and dies with his Cubs, Bears, and Black-
hawks and even the Wolves, truly a hockey fan, he 
even helps assemble the ice skating rink downtown 
each winter.  

Gene is a Navy veteran and active member of the 
local VFW. He is the busiest retired guy that we 
know and typically holds a post on Genoa Main 
Street, has helped the V.A.C. with Meals on Wheels 
for the Elderly, and works tirelessly for his church 
and their Vegetable Stand or Special Dinners. If you 
have Gene Bradford’s help you are never alone and 
you know that the job will get done and on budget. 
If you can find a better Lion than Gene Bradford, 
please cherish them, they are rare and should nev-
er be taken for granted.  

The Genoa Lions think you deserve to be counted 
among the finest Lions and truly deserve to be a 
Melvin Jones Fellow. In his own words, he so often 
espouses “Thanks, pal”. 

Pictured is Past District Governor Paul Lindstrom, 
Lion Gene Bradford and his wife Barb Bradford, as 
she pins his lapel pin. 

Below: Jefferson Park Lions Health Camp 



LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COLUMN: 

This is the fourth article in a series based on 

the writings of John Baldoni.  
In his handbook 180 Ways to 
Walk the Leadership Talk, 
Baldoni identifies six im-
portant behaviors that all 
leaders do.  This month we 
will consider that leaders 

develop themselves and others.   

Listen and learn from others 

Energize the organization 

Act for the benefit of everyone 

Develop themselves and others 

Empower others to lead 

Recognize Achievement 

Strong leaders know themselves.  They know 
their core beliefs and values.  As Lions our core 
belief, our motto in fact, is WE SERVE.  To serve 
our communities at the highest level, Lions need 
to develop the human capital within our clubs.  
Let’s consider some development ideas: 

-Dress for leadership.  Wear your Lions’ pin, vest, 
or t-shirt with pride.  Dress for the occasion.   

-Get organized.  Being orderly inspires confi-
dence. 

-Treat others the way you want to be treated.  
There is something “golden” in that rule.  People 
don’t care how much you know, until they know 
how much you care. 

-Think.  Consider all of the options and make the 
best decision you can. 

-Know yourself.  No one is perfect.  Review your 
skills and knowledge.  Be self-aware.  Take a 
course or class to improve your self. 

-Trust yourself.  Good leaders “do the right 
thing”. 

-Have vision and nurture others.  Don’t miss a 
good idea because it was presented by someone 

else.  New and seasoned Lions can have great 
ideas.  A good idea can be tweaked to be a great 
idea. 

-Be responsible.  Do 
what needs to get 
done and be ac-
countable. 

-Address conflict.  
Small issues can fes-
ter into big problems unless they are addressed 
with care and compassion. 

-Continue to learn.  Take opportunities to learn 
from others.  Find a mentor.  Be a mentor.  At-
tend learning opportunities such as the MD1 Li-
ons Leadership Forum or the USA Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum.  Take a class through the Li-
ons Learning Center.   

-Be honest.  Honesty develops trust.  Trust is the 
basis for all relationships, whether personal or 
professional. 

-Share your ideas.  Listen to others’ ideas.  Net-
work…network…network. 

-Share expectations.  Be clear on what is ex-
pected and everyone will succeed.   

-Make decisions, even the tough ones.  Not decid-
ing is really making the decision to do nothing.  
Share the responsibility of making a decision by 
taking others’ perspectives into consideration.  
Look at the big picture and make the best deci-
sion for the most people. 

-Recognize diversity and use it.  How boring the 
world would be if everyone was exactly the 
same.  Celebrate diversity.  Use everyone’s tal-
ents for a successful club event or activity. 

-Set goals.  Make a plan.  Work the plan.  Evaluate 
the results.  Repeat. Use the PDSA cycle-Plan-Do-
Study-Act. 

-Learn from mistakes.  Nothing is a failure if 
something is learned that can be applied to a fu-
ture success. 

-Give a pat on the back.  Everyone likes to receive 
a pat on the back, a genuine thank you, or a job 
well done. 



By developing ourselves as leaders and encour-
aging others to do the same, our clubs become 
stronger.  Stronger clubs are better able to meet 
the needs of others, those in our own communi-
ties and around the world. 

-Lion Jama Wahl, MD1 GLT Chair 

East Central Walk for Sight  

Cakes celebrating the 40
th
 anniversary of Lions of 

Illinois Foundation were actually cupcakes made to 

look like a cake and made it easy to serve.   

Walk was held on June 8 at Mattoon’s Peterson 
Park with over 100 people attending and repre-
sentatives from Districts 1-CN, 1-E and 1-L were 
present.  The theme was a party to celebrate the 
Foundation’s 40th anniversary.  Displays were set 
up representing the Foundation, the Journey of a 
pair of glasses at the collection bench, Leader Dog 
display, Birdies for Charity, Join the Lions table, just 
to mention a few.  Free hotdogs, drinks, chips and 
health bars are always part of the Walk event.  The 
LIF Vision Unit and glasses collection were also part 
of the event, along with. 

The Spears family and Patricia Bissell of Leader 
Dogs let the walk.    

Added to the fun were drawings for the Walk cash 
prize of $40 and a door prize from SAIL (Soybean 
Access to Independent Living is an advocacy agency 
that is a community-based, non-residential Center 
for Independent Living (CIL). Its purpose is to pro-
mote and practice independent living for all people 
with disabilities.)        

Highlights of the event included a Beep Ball game, 



won by the Mattoon Lions team. 

White Cane demonstration  provided by PDG James 
MiddleCalf and PDG Linda MiddleCalf  of 1-CN.  

Violin music by Victoria Kittle of Dundas, IL.   

The Johnston City Lions Club held a Community 
Yard Sale on June7th with Mid-Country Bank of 
Johnston City. The bank donated items and spaces 
were rented for vendors to join in. A total of over 
$800.00 was raised with the bank donating a total 
of $605.00. Pictured are: Vis-Pres. Opal Avery, Vis-
Pres.(and Lions Club member) of Mid-Country Bank 
Margaret Morris, and Pres. Donna Payne. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Villa Park Lions News 

NEXT COLUMN: Lion Rich Hamlin presented Lion 
Lion Roberta Lundquist (top), and Lion Marty 
Dumycz (bottom) with the Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award.  Lions International recognizes outstanding 
individuals by bestowing on them an award that is 
named for its founder, Melvin Jones.  The Fellow-
ship Award is the highest form of recognition and 

embodies humanitarian ideas consistent with the 
nature and purpose of Lionism.                            



 

Lion Tom Cantlin is installed as the Villa Park Lions 
Club President by Eastern Region Zone 2 Chairper-
son, John Barsanti.  Outgoing President, Lion Rich 
Hamlin looks on. 

 

Running for the Lions!  Aurora Noon Lion Tom 
Muth (r) was among the Muth family members 
competing in the “Lion in the Park” 5K Fun 
Run/Walk at Phillips Park in Aurora in mid-May. (l 
to r) Jeanice Muth, Yorkville; Tess Muth, 3; Kurt 
Muth, Yorkville, pushing son Barrett, and Lion Tom 
Muth, Oswego.   

The Bloomingdale Lions surround PDG Lion Ron 
Fangusaro as he shows off his new plaque for his 
work with Leo Clubs. (l to r) Lions Roehlke, Davis, 
Zaccardi, Sanalitro, Jordan, Murphy, Elisabeth Fan-
gusaro, Bousquet, Vitalle and Poplonski. By the 
time you read this, the casts should come off and 
Lion Ron says “We’ll see where we go from here.”   

 

Burlington Lioness Club recently inducted a new 
member, Lioness Andrea Weeres (l), sponsored by 
Lioness Jessica Lemmon (r).  

 

Even though Memorial Day Weekend was a busy 
one for Westmont Lions (it was the club’s 4th An-

1st District Governor-Elect Lion Bob Fowler pre-
sented Elgin Lion Ed Bates with a Lazansky Distin-
guished Service Award at a recent club meeting.    

1st District Governor-Elect Lion Bob Fowler pre-
sented Elgin Lion Ed Bates with a Lazansky Distin-
guished Service Award at a recent club meeting.    



nual Red, White and BBQ fundraiser, too), several 
of the Lions participated in the town’s parade — 
Westmont Lion Renee Reeder dressed in the Lion 
suit and became the mascot for the club.   

 

Roselle Leos helped construct the Roselle Lions 
Club float for the Rose Festival Parade.   

 

On May 31st, the Naperville Park District officially 
dedicated the drinking fountain at Knoch Park with 
a ceremony commemorating the Naperville Noon 
Lions Club’s donation.    

 

 

 

 

PIP Lion Jimmy Ross, visiting International guest at 
the IL State Lions Convention, congratulates East-
ern Zone Chair Lion John Barsanti on his receiving 
the Lions Club’s International President's Award. In 
the background are MD-1 Council Chair Lion Lydia 
Ellis & 1-J Governor Lion Mario Gumino.    

 

Lisle Lion Gary Morten, Youth Activities Com-
mittee, presented two Lisle High School seniors 
each with a $500 scholarship. These students 
may re-apply for a scholarship, for the next 
three years, as long as they remain in school, 
bringing the total value of the scholarship to 
$2,000 for each student.    



 

The last day of May was a beautiful day for walk-
ing! These Sun City-Huntley Lions sponsored the 
2014 Diabetes Awareness Walk and fifteen Lions, 
plus four from the community, walked around 
Wildflower Lake to promote Diabetes Awareness. 

 

PDG Lion Nancy Rex presents a Club Banner and a 
donation of $100 to DeKalb Eve. Lion John Cor-
neille after he presented a program to the club on 
the work of the Foundation Fighting Blindness.   

  

Burr Ridge-Hinsdale-Oak Brook Lion Lion Chandra 
Ramaswamy (r) proudly displays her Melvin Jones 

Fellowship recognition presented to her by Club 
President Lion Melinda Plott.     

 

WWII Veteran and Charter Member of the Darien 
Lions Club, Harold Oban is welcomed home at 
Midway Airport by family and friends from his 
Honor Flight to Washington DC.   

 

Intl. Pres. Lion Barry Palmer inducts new Glen Ellyn 
Lions Marty Detmer and Rachel Wincenciak with 
their respective sponsors, Lions Don Grant and 
John Rasnic at Glen Ellyn Lions Club’s 90th Anniver-
sary Celebration.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Clubs International Pres. Lion Barry Palmer 
presents Glen Ellyn Lion Randy Poole with a Melvin 



Jones Fellowship recognition while he was visiting 
the club for its 90th Anniversary.  

 

The gavel was passed to one of the in-coming Au-
rora Noon Lions Club Co-Presidents, Lion Herbert 
C. “Herb” Steinmetz (c), from Lion Year 2013-14 
President Lion Jerry Spirk (r). Lion Michelle Need-
ham was also installed as a Co-President for the 
coming Lion Year. Lion Paul Buddy (l) was the cer-
emony emcee. 

 

Waterman Lion Mark Fenske presented Indian 
Creek High School senior Shelby Kroeschel a 
certificate representing the two-year college 
scholarship she received from Waterman Lions 
Club.    

NEXT COLUMN: 1-J Lions at Glen Ellyn Lions 

Club’s 90th Anniversary. (l to r) 1st Vice Dist. 

Gov.-Elect Lion Bob Fowler, 1st Lady Lion Karen 

Gumino, LCI Pres. Lion Barry Palmer, Eastern ZC 

Lion Susan Galvez, and 1-J Dist. Gov. Lion Mario 

Gumino.   

Ramon Zarate {left} a 2014 graduate from Crete 
Monee HS receives a $1000 scholarship from Crete 
Lion Howard Kaufman at the annual steak fry held 
at the recycle center. 



PREVIOUS PAGE: Xandria Green {left} a 2014 grad-
uate of Crete Monee HS receives a $500 scholar-
ship from Crete Lion Dan Mulderink at the annual 
Crete Lions steak fry held at the recycle center. 

 

The Stillman Valley Lions donated $1000 to 
buy award winning books for the Meridian Jr High 
School library. The funds came mainly from 
the Lion's recent Spaghetti Dinner at Fritz's Wood-
en Nickel.  The award winning books are the Mon-
archs, Bluestems, and Rebecca Caudill winners. 
 There will be one copy of all 60 titles in Perma-
bound library binding. 
  
While presenting the check the Lions learned that 
the school had a contest to see how many words 
the entire school could read in one year. This year 
the kids broke the previous record by reading 301 
million words. That adds up to 600,000 words per 
student. They set the record 2 days before the 
school year ended. Each youth had to read the 
book and then take an "accelerated reader" quiz.  
  
Pictured L to R:  Paige Lockard, Amanda Schramm, 
Lauren Giddings, Lion Al Ungar who chaired the 
Spaghetti Dinner, District Librarian Dana Brooks, 
Braeden Kunce, Paxton Barrett. 

 
Route 30 Road Cleanup – Morrison Lions Club 
members and helpers paused for a picture upon 

completion:  Left to right:  Beth Wroble, Sandy 
Shetler, Denise Smith, Steve Wroble, Keith Ham-
stra, Jim Blakemore, Bart Smith, & Bob Country-
man. 
 

 
Morrison Lions viewed the progress being made on 
the picnic pavilion project after a meeting.  Left to 
right:  Flora Stralow, Bob Smith, Jim Blakemore, 
Bart Smith, Steve Wroble, and Aaron Johnson.  The 
club anticipates a dedication of the project in the 
Sports Complex in August. 

 
The Oregon Lions Club held a dessert auction at 
their meeting on May 22nd.  (Above Lion Russ Senti) 



(Above Carl Kramer) Many delicious pies, cakes and 

(Above Drs. Carri & Seth Anderson) desserts were 
auctioned off by Lion Russ Senti. during this annual 
fundraiser. 

 
 
Lion Vern Neumueller the club’s chairman of 
the Melvin Jones awards and PDG Wayne Fruit 
presented Becky Maggio with a Melvin Jones 
award from the Belvidere Lions Club. 
 

 
Lena Lions held their May dinner meeting May 
28th at the Lena Community Center. Following the 
meal and business meeting the officers for the year 
2014- 2015 were inducted by Vice District Gover-
nor Lion Gary Meyers.  VDG Gary compared the 
officer's to a bowl of Chex  Mix, as each new officer 
was introduced Lion Marcia added  an ingredient 
until the group was complete. 
  
Photo: L-R VDG Gary Meyers,  Director Justin John-
son, Membership Bill Crichton, Director Brian La-
boran, Lion Tamer Dave Gruendler, Director Glen 
Harman, Bulletin Editor Joel Kaufman, Marcia 
Meyers, Treasure Jim Brenner, Secretary Mike Thill, 
3rd Vice Tim Gordon, Tail Twister Don Grunder, 
seated !st Vice Jerry Staskal, Past President Sue 
Gordon, President Kirk Polhill. 

 
Diane Jones , Director of the Center For Sight & 
Sound in Rockford was a guest of the Club, A  dona-
tion of $1000 was presented to Ms Jones from the 
Club  photo: l-r Diane Jones, Lion President Susan 
Gordon 
 



 

Lion Mike Thill  from Lena Lions presented Angie 
Snyders president of Stephenson Co. Voices a do-
nation of $1000 from the club.  Photo: l-r Angie 
Snyders, Mike Thill. 

 
Lena Lion Leland Wenzel (center) presented a 
$1500 Agriculture Scholarship to Keegan Blazing (in 
Blue) of Pearl City.  This was from the Leland & 
Marjorie Wenzel, Kentland Farms scholarship 
fund.  Two additional scholarships were awarded 
to Greta Heimerdinger of Pearl City, and Kenzie 
Kaiser of Lena.  Photo: l-r Lion Joel Kaufman Sue 

Shafer & Ethel Lobdell were guests and presented 
the Lions Club $5000 from the Rita Lobdell estate. 
The money will be donated to Mother Hubbards 
Cupboard, $1000 a year for five years.  Photo: l-r 
Sue Shafer, President Susan Gordon, Ethel Lobdell. 

 

Steven Gerbode was inducted into the Lena Lions 
Club as a new member. Lion Vice District Governor 
Gary meyers officially inducted Lion Steve.  Photo:  
l-r Mike Thill, Steven Gerbode, Gary Meyers. 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Global Membership Team Column: 

Spring Followed by Allergies! 
 

I guess we can now say that Summer has arrived!  
That Polar Vortex is receding in our memories, 
thank God!  Our low temperatures have been fore-
cast to be somewhere 
in the lower and mid 
60’s.  Our highs will be 
in the upper 70’s and 
into the mid 80’s.  
That’s the good part.  
The bad part is my lawn. 
Once the grass started 
to grow it hasn’t 
stopped; not even a 
pause.                                   (Paul Gergolla, PDG) 
 
All of this growth is wonderful, green trees and all.  
This brings in a villain.  The mold counts and pollen 
counts have been very high, unless it rains.  That 
“washing” of the air only brings temporary relief.  
Being married to a lady with allergies has driven 
that point home many times over the past few 



weeks.  So far in 
my life I can only 
sympathize with 
those who do have 
allergies.  I can see 
their discomfort. 
 
I am afraid that 
most Lions seem to 
have allergies as 
well.  There is one 
allergy in particular 
that comes to 
mind.  That would 

be the allergy toward inviting a non-Lion to partici-
pate in a Club activity or attend a meeting.  All too 
many Lions in Illinois have this “disease”.  Some of 
its symptoms include: a lack of growth in member-
ship, no new thoughts on how we can help our 
communities, no new ideas on how to raise funds 
and (like it or not) a general aging of the Club’s 
population.    
 
 Does this sound like your Club?  If it does, now 
might be time for a change.  A visit to the “doctor” 
might be in order.  There is something called CEP: 

Club Excellence 
Process.  This 
program is ded-
icated to Club 

improvement 
by providing the 
tools needed to 

evaluate and improve Club health, enhance their 
membership experience and improve service to 
their local communities.  Does this sound like 
something your Club could use?  By the time you 
read this article three District’s in our state will 
have completed the training of facilitators that can 
help you through the process.  Those three are 1-F, 
1-BK and 1-J.  If your District is not listed, check 
with your District GLT Coordinator to see when 
such training will be available.  There will be more 
information on this program within those Districts 
that have trained facilitators.  Please stand by. 
 
If your Club thinks it could use a little help in the 
areas listed above, take the opportunity to partici-
pate in CEP.  It will make for a stronger Club, en-

hance the experience of your members and pro-
vide the ability to improve service to your own 
community.  Such a recipe might make your Club 
look more attractive to potential members.  Think 
about it: a better Club with more members.  
Sounds like a dream.  CEP could make it a reality. 
 

-Lion Paul Gergolla, PDG 
MD-1 GMT Coordinator 

Phone: 630-858-8073 
Email: lionpg1@aol.com 

 

 

 

The first two pictures are of Durand Lions painting 
two shelter houses and 18 tables at Saelens park in 
Durand. The Durand Lions Club provided the funds 
for the shelter houses 30 years ago. 10 Lions and 2 
young volunteers spent 80 hours on the project. 
The second two pictures are from the Installation 
Night Dinner for the Durand Lions Club. Governor 
Fred Peska installed the 2014-2015 officers. The 
first one is of the incoming president Lion Lynn 
Meyers and several other officers. The second is of 



Past President Susan Sarver being given a 'net' to 
catch ideas to help the incoming president. 

 

I VDG Elect Ralph Zarada installing Chicago Logan 
Square Lions Officers at Hoffmann Residence. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ChairLaure'n Johnson (left), a 2014 graduate 
from Crete Monee HS recieves a $500 scholarship 

from Lion Dan Mulderink at the Crete Lions annual 
steak fry. 

Lion Debbie Mainard of South Elgin, was presented 
with a Melvin Jones Fellowship for her dedication 
to the club by Lion Randy Endean. The Melvin 
Jones Fellowship is the highest recognition for a 
lion in Lions Clubs International. Melvin Jones, the 

man whose personal code – "You can't get very far 
until you start doing something for somebody else" 
– became a guiding principle for public-spirited 
people the world over. The monies earned by In-
ternational Lions Foundation supports several pro-
jects worldwide, including prevention of blindness, 
measles, and disaster grants. 

Lion of the Year was presented to Lion Kim Geske 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/supporting-our-work/donor-recognition/lcif-don-melvin.php


of South Elgin and Lion Gary Diehs of Elgin. Geske   
has become the go to person and has either 
chaired or assisted with most projects in our Club 
and helped out during our weekly Saturday night 
bingo. Diehs has assumed the chair of the smelt fry 
and corned beef and cabbage dinners and kitchen 
during Bingo. 

President Appreciation Awards were given to Lions 
Allan Shelton of South Elgin, Ken Kohler of West 
Chicago, and Mary Holton of Elgin for always assist-
ing and taking care of whatever needed to be done. 

 
The Outstanding Pro-
ject Award was given 
to South Elgin Leo 
Dylan Snyder of 
South Elgin. Dylan 
was in 5thgrade when 
he learned that a first 
grade student had 
just been diagnosed 
with a rare form of 
arthritis and the 
medication that she 
required was very 

costly. With a little help from his grandfather, Lion 
Leo Snyder, he planned and hosted a spaghetti 
dinner and auction in March of this year and was 
able to raise about $4,000.00. Also, his fundraiser 
inspired the Crystal Lions Club and their fundraiser 
generated another $1,000.00. 
 

 
 
Governor Dave Hansen installing Chicago Rogers 
Park Office Bearers at Rizza Restaurant, Oak Brook 
Terrace. 
 

 
 
Also he inducted 6 New Members for the club. 
 

 
Lion Ishraq Uddin received Chicago Rogers Park 
Lion of the Year Award from IPDG Austin D’Souza.  
Right President Lion Uma Ahmad and far right Lion 
Ishraq. 



 
District 1A GLT Chair Lion Herb Zimmermann from 
Orland Park Lions Club was awarded with Interna-
tional President’s Leadership Medal by Gov Dave 
Hansen at Papa John’s Restaurant. 

 
Governor Dave Hansen inducted 6 new members 
to Orland Park Lions Club in the month of June. 

 
Executive Board gets inducted by Gov Dave.  New 
Club President – PDG Steve Anton. 

 
Immediate Past President Lion Jack Sans received 
Lion of the Year Award. 

 
Palos Lions Club Officers were installed by GLT 
Chair Lion Herb Zimmermann. 

 

Lion Herb gets congratulated by DGE Terry 
D’Souza.  (Same night Lion Terry was hit with a 
stroke and got hospitalized.  Now she is recovering 
with Physical-Occupational and Speech Therapy at 
Rush Hospital, Chicago.)  Keep her in your prayers. 

 

Chicago Puerto Rico Lions Club donated one 
truck load of food items to 400 needy people in 
Chicago Humboldt Park community.  This food 
was donated by Lions Richard L. Metzger and 
his wife Carrol Culliton-Metzger.  Both were 
honored with Melvin Jones Fellowship by IPDG 
Austin D’Souza.  This couple also donated one 
truck load of food items in the month of De-
cember 2013.  This year again they plan to visit 
Chicago in the month of October or December 
with another truck load of food items to needy 
people. 



They also donated $10,000 to Lions Clubs Inte 

 
rnational Foundation and $13,000 to Chicago Puer-
to Rico Lions Club for their charitable work in Puer-

to Rican Community.  Above some volunteers – 
‘Ready to Serve.’ 

 

2 New Members were installed into Chicago Jose 
Rizal Lions Club by IPDG Lion Austin. 

 

New Officers of Chicago Jose Rizal Lions Club. 

International Director from Illinois Bill Mc Kin-
ney received his 4th Progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow recognition recent International Execu-
tive Committee Officers’ meeting held in To-
ronto, Canada.  LCIF chairman PIP Wayne Mad-
den from Indiana pinning ID Bill and Interna-
tional President Barry Palmer from Australia 
looking at them. 

Greatest Lions Picnic in Chicagoland by Chicago Arirang Lions 

Club 



District 1E First Vice District Governor Kevin Men-
delhall and 1CS PDG Jani Robinson fell in love and 
took their love to the altar to live a married life for-
ever and ever herein after.  Hearty congratulations 
to this lovely couple. 

After Mendelhall wedding, above couple took oath 
and exchanged rings.  Someone told me that they 

took part in recent Chicago Gay Parade to cele-
brate their engagement! 

Current Lions of Illinois Foundation Executive Direc-
tor PDG Don Hooks with Past Executive Director 
Lion Van Stone.  Recently PDG Don was hospital-
ized for his illness.  Please pray for his speedy re-
covery and get well soon. 

II VDG Ernie Lapid, Governor Terry D’Souza, IPDG 
Dave Hansen and I VDG Ralph Zarada after 1A Gov-
ernor’s installation in June at Crystal Banquets, Mc 
Cook.  It is a tradition in District 1A to install DGE as 
Governor prior to attending International Conven-
tion. 



 

Villa Park Lions used eyeglasses collection box. 

Willow Springs Lions Club organized Vision Bus – 
VSP Mobile Eyes in their community and served 
needy people with eyeglasses.  Optometrists wav-
ing at the photographer. 

 

PDG Mike Smigielski with optometrist at Mobile 
Eyes in Willow Springs. 

 

Seneca Lions Club with their 50/50 Raffle booth at 
the Seneca Shipyard Days Festival on Thursday 
June 19th thru Saturday June 21st.  Names of Lion 
members in the middle photo are: Lion Jim Maier-



hofer (kneeling), Lion Teco Raibley (from left stand-
ing with Lion apron and ball cap), Lion Rodney 
Seibert (in white shirt), Lion MaryAnn Elens, and 
Lion Steve Thompson (blue shirt with Lion apron).  
Members sold tickets all three days of the Shipyard 
Days and got rained out on Thursday after opening 
for approximately 1 hour!  Money received from 
this 50/50 raffle will be used to buy eye exams and 
glasses for the residents of Seneca.  

 

Lion Harold Oban’s family and he went on Honor 
Flight. He is proud to be our club member. 

 

 

 

The Lions of the World will be descending on the  

City of Chicago to celebrate their 100th Anniversary 

in 2017. The Lions of Illinois, Multiple District 1 

will serve as the Host Committee for the Centennial 

Convention. It may sound like it is still far away, 

but there is a lot to prepare for in the years leading 

up to the convention.  

 The Centennial Convention will be June 30 - July 

4, 2017. The main venue will be McCormick Place 

and about 8 to 12 hotels will be used to house the 

more than 25,000 attendees that are   being antici-

pated to attend this milestone in our  

 

Association’s history. The International Parade is 

scheduled for Saturday, July 1 and will march down 

either Clark or State Street. 

  

The Host Committee is still in need of LIONS who 

are willing to be an active leader. The Host Com-

mittee is responsible to promote the committee ac-

tivities and the convention at various functions 

throughout the coming years; hosting of the visitors 

during their stay in Chicago; the marshalling of the 

parade and various sessions that will take place dur-

ing the convention and the fund raising to allow for 

the committee to carry-out the committee responsi-

bilities. There are various areas that LION Leaders 

are still needed to assist and be an active member in 

the     planning of the committee’s activities.  

  

Right now, we have two projects that will step off 

our fund raising efforts this Spring. This Commem-

orative Pin will be available to all Lions for a $5.00 

donation to the committee. Pins will be available in 

later February and at all District Conventions. The 

other is a banner patch that will be given to the club 

that makes a direct donation to the committee. 

There are three levels of donations - $100.00,  

 

$250.00 or $500.00. Each level of   donation will 

have its own distinct patch.  

Over the next couple of years, the Host Committee 

will be presenting programs that will inform the 

LIONS of ILLINOIS about the duties and responsi-

bilities that are needed to coordinate the Hosting of 

the Centennial Convention. LION Volunteers will 

be a big part of this committee with a lot more in-

formation coming as we get closer to the conven-

tion. If you are interested in being an active leader 

on the Host Committee, you can reach Lion Bob 

Block, PDG at gov8990@aol.com or by phone 

(219) 671-0287 for additional information.  

Remember that there is always a place for 

YOU to volunteer.  
--------------------------------------- 
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I need club news, articles and pho-
tographs.  Please e-mail me your 
club news items with photograhps 
to: 

ILStateEditor@gmail.com 

Lion Van Stone’s family with their loved ones. 

 

PID Phil Tom, Lion Betty Tom, Lion Maryanne  and 
PID Dan O’Reilly at the LIF 40th anniversary brunch. 

When you are a lion, you never know who is going 
to kiss you!  PDG Tom Senger’s experience!! 

Happy July 4th all MD1 e-Magazine readers! 
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